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SUBJECT: GOCAR OPENS UP DIAMOND TRADE, REMOVES US ADVISER. 

1. GOCAR PUBLISHED THREE DECREES NOVEMBER 5 WHICH OPENED 

UP DIAMOND-BUYING TRADE IN CAR, APPROVED ESTABLISHMENT OP 
NEW DIAMOND-BUYING COMPANY HERE AND REMOVED ALBERT JOLIS, 
PRESIDENT OP AMERICAN COMPANY DIAMOND DISTRIBUTORS INC. 

(DDI), PROM HIS POSITION AS PRESIDENT BOKASSA'S OPPICIAL 

DIAMOND ADVISER. FOURTH DECREE NOVEMBER 9 ANNOUNCED 

CREATION OP ANOTHER NEW COMPANY: "SOCIETE LEBANO CENTGAPRICAINE.” 

2. TRADE HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN RESTRICTED TO POUR COMPANY 
CONSORTIUM ESTABLISHED IN AGREEMENT WITH GOCAR AND IN 
WHICH DDI AND ISRAELI STATE-OWNED COMPANY SICPAD OCCUPIED 
PREEMINENT POSITION AND ACCOUNTED POR BULK OP DIAMOND 
PURCHASES IN AR. PIRST TWO AND LATEST DECREES IN EPPECT 
ABROGATZ THESE ARRANGEMENTS AND CHALLENGE THIS POSITION. 

PIRST NEW COMPANY IS REPORTEDLY DIRECTED BY HAIK ARSLANIAN, 
LEBANESE CITIZEN OPERATING OUT OF ANTWERP WHO HAS PRE- 
VIOUSLY DONE BUSINESS IN CAR AND WHO APPRANTLY ENJOYS 
RATHER DUBIOUS REPUTATION IN TRADE CIRCLES. WE HAVE NO 
INPORMATION YET ON SECOND COMPANY. 
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EM COMMENT: JOLIS' DISMISSAL COMES AS PARTICULAR SURPRISE 
SINCE HE HAD ERIENDLY MEETING HERE WITH PRESIDENT IN LATE 
OCTOBER AND RECEIVED NO INDICATION OF ANY DISSATISEACTION. 

REASONS BEHIND BOKASSA'S DECISIONS ARE NOT YET CLEAR BUT 

COULD BE RELATED TO CONTACTS AND PRESSURES HE ENCOUNTERED 

DURING RECENT TRAVELS ABROAD, AND HIS PRESSING CURRENT NEED 

EOR CASH AND INCREASED GOCAR REVENUES. WILL REPORT AND 

COMMENT FURTHER AS ADDITIONAL INFORMATIOM BECOMES AVAILABLE. DALE 
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